(cc) Scientific Cooperation Center "Interactive plus"

Vasil'tsov Konstantin Sergeevich
candidate of historical sciences, lecturer
St Petersburg University
Saint Petersburg
UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORY OF CLASSICAL ISLAMIC
PHILOSOPHY STUDIES IN THE WEST
Abstract: the article presents a brief overview of the study of classical Islamic phi-
losophy in chronological order. According to the author, in Western countries, the scien-
tific research of Islamic philosophy began within the framework of the Christian scholas-
tic tradition, yet later the analysis of Arabic texts as well as the structure of Islamic theo-
retical thought was initiated. Some scholars applied a methodological approach to the
study of Islamic philosophy. Orientalist philologists also played an important role in the
study of the religious and philosophical doctrine of Islam. Both of these schools adopted
a methodological approach based on the traditions of Christian and Jewish philosophy
and theology, which in some aspects had similarities with Islamic thought.
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Bacunvuyoe Koncmanmun Cepzeesuu
KaH/Jd. UCT. HAYK, ITPCIIO0JaBaTCIIb
OI'BOY BO «Cankr-IleTepOyprckuii rocy1apcTBEHHBIN YHUBEPCUTETY
r. Cankr-IlerepOypr
HUCTOPUS NUCCJEJOBAHUN KJIACCHYECKOM HCIAMCKOM
ONJIOCODPUHN HA 3AITAIE
AHHomayua. 6 cmamve npeodCcmaeien Kpamxuti 0030p uUccie008aHUll KNACCU4ecKoll
ucnamckou gunocouu 6 xporonocuueckom nopsioke. Kax ymeepocoaem asmop, 6 3a-
NAOHLIX CMPAHAX HAYYHOE UCCNIe008aHUEe UCTIAMCKOU uiocopuu Ha4aiocb 8 pamrkax
xpucmuaHCKoﬁ CXONACMUYECKoll mpadub;uu, HO 3amem HA4ajio 3aHUMAmMbCA Usy4eHuem
u apa6c:<ux meKkcmos, a makKaice CmpyKniypol UCTIAMCKOLL meopemutteacod muicau. Heko-
mopuwle yueHble UCNOIb308ANU MEMOOON0SULECKULI NOOXO00 K U3YHUEHUIO UCTAMCKOU (Puio-

coghuu. Bocmokogeowvi-gunonozu maxice uspani 8aHCHyH0 poiib 8 U3y4eHUlU perucuo3Ho-
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ut‘H'l'p HAYYHOT0 COTPYIHHYECTBA ((”H'l'epal\"l'llB IJIIOC»

gunocogcroti dokmpurwl uciama. Obe 5mu wWKOIbl NPUMEHSIU MEMOO0NI0SUYECKULL NOO-
X00, OCHOBAHHbIU HA MPAOUYUAX XPUCMUAHCKOU U UYOelcKoU gurocodhuu u meonocuu,
KOmopble 8 HEKOMOPbIX ACNEKmMax umeju CX00CMEB0 C UCTAMCKOU MbICTIBIO.

Knrwoueswie cnoea: xnaccuueckas ucnamckasn guiocoghus, an-gpanvcagha, memo-
oolo2udeckuil I’lOO)COa, e@poneﬁcxaﬂ cxoracmuka, uciaamcekas meopemudeckKkas MovlCilb.

The scholarly study of Islamic philosophy in the West originated within the
framework of the Christian scholastic tradition and, in general, continued the study of
the philosophical thought of Islam through the prism of Thomism and Neoplatonism.
Some European scholars, such as Etienne Gilson and Maurice De Wulf, relied on Latin
translations of Muslim Arabic treatises and were interested primarily in the role that
Muslim philosophy played in the history of European scholastics. Still other scholars —
Louis Massignon, A.M. Goishon and Louis Gardet — were well acquainted with the
corpus of original Arabic texts, and the structure of Islamic theoretical thought as well.
The Jewish school developing in the 19th century was directly or indirectly connected
with medieval Jewish scholasticism. Its most prominent representatives were Moritz
Steinschneider and Shalomo Munk. In the twentieth century, their work was continued
by such outstanding Islamic scholars as Ignaz Goldziher, A.J. Wensink, Saul Horovitz,
Harry Wolfson, Erwin Rosenthal, Simon van der Bergh, Shlomo Pines, Paul Kraus,
Richard Walzer. Both of these schools were distinguished by a largely similar method-
ological approach, based on traditional Christian and Jewish philosophy and theology,
which in turn had certain similarities with Muslim theoretical thought. Fundamentally
different from them was the new direction in the study of the philosophical heritage of
Islam that arose at the very end of the 19th century, based not on Christian or Jewish
scholasticism, but on modern European philosophy. Representatives of this school con-
sidered the content of al-falsfah through the lens of various philosophical movements
that existed in contemporary European science. Starting from Ernst Renan and Léon
Gauthier, as well as Henri Corbin, who widely used the phenomenological approach,
some scholars in Europe got studying Muslim philosophy by methods of modern West-
ern philosophy. In addition to philosophical reflection on the heritage of classical Is-
lamic thought, a significant role in the study of the religious and philosophical doctrine
of Islam was played by orientalists-philologists, who examined the corpus of Muslim

philosophical works primarily from the point of view of textual criticism.
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